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sor of estates in Sicily, but on evidence which is not very convincing. 

Perhaps the least successful effort of Cichorius is his attempt to show 

that Lucilius made a journey to Greece and there met Clitomachus, who 

dedicated a book to him. 

But it would be unfair merely to speak of the weak points of this 

exceedingly careful and detailed study of Lucilius and his works, which 

discusses independently and with due consideration of all the available 

material the life of the poet, the chronology of his works as a whole and 

in detail, and the interpretation of many passages. Its results will always 

have to be taken into account in any work on Lucilius. 

John C. Rolfe 
University op Pennsylvania 



P. Papini Stati operum. Vol. II, fasc. ii: P. Papini Stati 
Thebais. Edidit Alfkedos Klotz. Leipzig: Teubner, 
1908. Pp. 583. M. 8. 

The edition of the Thebais of Statius, which follows that of the Sil- 
vae and Achilleis by the same author, is based on a new examination of 
a large number of codices. These are reduced by the editor to two 
classes, one of which consists of Parisinus 8051 with its corrections by 
three hands, while the second comprises some twenty others. The criti- 
cal apparatus is much fuller than is usual in the volumes of this series, 
and since the testimonia are given as well, we have in this edition a 
standard critical text of the Thebais. The Preface contains, besides 
other matter, a list of editions and of articles dealing with the text, and 
there is an Index nominum in which fuller citations are given than in 
that of Bahrens. An Appendix contains the arguments to the various 
books, which Klotz discussed in the Archiv. f. lat. Lex. u. Gram. XV 
(1907), pp. 261-74, and regarded as written in Gaul between the fourth 
and the sixth centuries. 

John C. Rolfe 

University op Pennsylvania 



Hellenistische Wundererzdhlungen. Von R. Reitzenstein. 
Leipzig: Teubner, 1006. 

The intricate and acute investigation which is presented in this work, 
has as its ultimate goal the explanation of the literary form of such 
narratives of miracles and wonders as are found best exemplified in the 
Acta apostolorum apocrypha. Its starting-point was an effort to explain 
the two supposedly gnostic hymns in the Acta Thornae, a study which 
led to the conclusion that not only the hymns themselves, but also the 
wonder-tales in which they are incorporated, are derived from Hellen- 
istic sources. The Hellenistic literature which thus forms the background 
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and prototype of the works in question is designated as dperaXoyia and its 
authors were called aptrakoyoi. The explanation of these terms, their 
development and application, forms the first part of Reitzenstein's volume; 
the second part is devoted to the Acta Thornae and to a demonstration of 
the provenance of its form in accordance with the results obtained in 
Part I. The treatment stops short of as full a discussion of the canonical 
Acts as the reader's curiosity craves, but certainly one cannot complain 
of a paucity of documents considered. Yet with all recognition of the 
intricacy of the problem and of the service to scholarship which Reitzen- 
stein has performed, it must be said that the learned and distinguished 
author has failed to present his results in a reasonably clear and compre- 
hensible form. The book is (so far as the main argument goes) desper- 
ately hard reading, and the fault is not wholly due to the character of 
the problem involved. Onediscovers that there is material herefor surprise 
and fascination, but emotion fades before a baffling obscurity of treat- 
ment. The work is rich in suggestive details which touch a much wider 
range of literature than is revealed by the title, or than can be indicated 
by a notice so brief as this must necessarily be. The reader will find in 
the course of Reitzenstein's argument stimulating and fruitful discus- 
sions of the theory of ancient historiography, of Roman satire in relation 
to Greek prototypes, of elegy and biography, not to mention a large num- 
ber of detailed observations which shed much light upon particular works 
and passages. 

G. L. Hendriokson 



Vortrdge und Aufsdtze. Von Herrmann Usener. Leipzig: 
Teubner, 1907. 

In the year 1888, at an age (fifty-four) when most scholars have 
already either done their best work, or at least have clearly outlined the 
character and direction of the subsequent work that may be expected 
from them, Usener began that great series of studies in the history of 
religion and mythology which have done most to give his name a peculiar 
eminence in the scholarship of our time. In that year the first of the 
Religionsgeschichtliche Untersuchungen (the memorable Weihnachts- 
fest) appeared; memorable certainly to the writer of these lines, then a 
student at Bonn and a witness of the sensation which the book caused in 
the vivid intellectual life of the university. It had had forerunners, to be 
sure, in some lesser publications of earlier date, as, for example, the 
Legenden der Pelagia which forms one of the most interesting studies 
of the present volume. From this time on, with the exception of the 
edition of the rhetorical works of Dionysius, Dsener's studies and publi- 
cations were devoted almost exclusively to religious origins and mythol- 
ogy, until for some years before his death (in 1905) he had come to be 



